FORBIDDEN JOURNEY

negotiations about quarters for the troops with the chief
elder of the Turkis. This man bought five hundred sheep,
and rice and flour sufficient to feed between three and four
thousand men, at the market price, and the internment was
then carried out. It was some little time later that Annenkov
left for Ururnchi and, retreating across Mongolia, was
assassinated. General Feng had sold himself to the Soviets
and betrayed him. Boro, however, was not with his chief.
He had set up in business at Tunghwang, the village where
Stein and Pelliot explored the famous Grottoes of the
Hundred Thousand Buddhas, and it was there, fifteen days'
march from Teijinar, that Smig met him and brought him
to the Tsaidam, where apparently no permit to take up
residence was necessary.

Unfortunately, when the Khotan Moslem revolt broke out
and Smig decided to fly with Norin, Boro was away in the
mountains. So it was Wang who took charge of the account
book that Smig left behind. Now, the foxy Wang, from being
partner, had become boss, and as he had not the art of
making himself liked by the Mongols, business was slack.

Boro was born at Akmolinsk in Siberia. His wife and
children were still there, and he was extremely uneasy as he
had not heard from them for four years. His pipe was now
his only real companion. The poor fellow suffered from heart
trouble and the high altitude of the Tsaidam made it
unsuitable for him. He wanted to move to Tientsin, which is a
kind of metropolis for all the men of Central Asia, His
regrets were, however, somewhat modified when I told him
how Chinese trade had declined since the Japanese gained
the supremacy in the north of China, and of the tens of
thousands of Russians who wander up and down the coast in
search of a livelihood.
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